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IRANI-LED HRD MINISTRY FAVOURS MOVE

JEE Advanced
Mooted for
IITSs & NITs

IIT council to take up
proposal of the NIT
council’s standing
committee next wk

Anubhuti.Vishnoi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The ITT council will
take up next week a proposal of
the NIT council’s standing com-
mittee to admit students to both
II'Ts and NITs through a single
entrance examination — the
JEE Advanced. The move is
likely totrigger acontroversy in
the ITT system. Theproposal will
be taken up by the NIT councilat
its October 1 meeting first, fol-
lowing which it will be taken to
the II'T council — the apex body
chaired by the HRD minister
thatcoordinatesbetweenallIl'Ts
—atitsOctober 6 meeting.

It is learnt

T thatthe Smriti
s have Irani-led HRD
traditionally %

ministry fa-

movetogrant YOUrS the pro-
posal for a sin-

NITs parit -
P y gle exam for

II'Ts and NITs. ITTs have tradi-
tionally resisted any move to
grant NITs parity and the HRD
ministry had to take consider-
able efforts to make IITs agree
tojoint counselling with NITs.
“II'Ts and NITs draw from the
same pool of students. IITs al-
ready draw the bestof students
through the JEE Advanced
which has a reasonably high
difficulty level. If the NITs —
which are also excellent engi-
neering institutes are al-
lowed to draw from that pool,
the overall quality will im-
prove. The aim is one exam,
one ranking system and one
counselling for both TI'Ts and
NITs. We hope that a final deci-
sion will be taken on this at the
ITT council meeting,” a mem-
ber of the II'T council told ET.

resisted any

Irani Calls for
Simplifying
Sanskrit

NEW DELHI:
HRD minis-
ter Smriti
Irani made
a strong pitch for pro-
motion of Sanskrit
and making it a lan-
guage of the masses
by simplifying it in
schools and holding
more research in the
discipline. — PTI

While the JEE Advanced helps
selectabout 10,000 students toen-
ter thefamed portalsof India’s16
IITs, if the entrance exam is
opened up to NITs, this number
will go up to 34,000. The Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE)
alone determines admissions to
prestigious IT'Ts. Whileit was the
All India Engineering Entrance
Examination (AIEEE) that earli-
er determined admissionsto the
National Institutes of
Technology (NITs) and all other
engineering colleges, the format
was changed when Kapil Sibal
was HRD minister in UPA-IL
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JOB TO BE DONE BY SELECTED SENIORS

Tutors Planned
to Help Weaker

Studentsat [ITs

Anubhuti.Vishnoi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Just over two
months after TIT Roorkee
sparked a furore by expelling
over 70 students for failing to
meet academic standards, the
Centreisputtingtogetheranovel
‘tutormodel’tohandhold ‘educa-
tionally weaker students’ at the
premier engineering colleges.
The issue will be taken up with
all TI'Ts at themeeting of the II'T
council on October6.

The ‘tutor model’ will involve
close handholding and mentor-
ing of identified students
through theirseniorsat the same
institute. Each II'T will be asked
to treat the issue on priority and
identify ‘educationally back-
ward studentswithinonemonth
of the academic session begin-
ning. These students will then be
tutored in identified areas by se-
lected seniors at the same insti-
tute after regular class hours.
One tutor will not address more
thantwosuch students.

“The idea is to identify the stu-
dentswhoneedadditional assist-
ance at the very start of the aca-

-
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@ penTIFEY STUDENTS

ldeaisto
[-} identify stu-
dents who
need assistance at the
very start of session
demicsession so that they donot
lagbehindpeers. Onceidentified,
the tutormodel will workonal:2
format instead of the traditional
1:10 faculty-student ratio fol-
lowed at I1'Ts or the 1:30 format
followed sometimes for extra

classes,” an official versed with
theITT council’sagenda told ET.
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SHOW-CAUSED: Dinesh Singh
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C’s name dropped from Prez trip

HRD Ministry Protests; Senior DU Official Now Part Of Delegation

Akshaya.Mukul
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The decision to
include Delhi University vice-
chancellor Dinesh Singh in
the President’s delegation to
Palestine and Israel caused a
differenceof opinion between
Rashtrapati Bhavan and HRD
ministry. After HRD ministry
protested on Tuesday, Singh’s
name was dropped.

An HRD source said, “We
were outraged to find Singh’s
name. How can a VC who was
served a show-cause notice by
the Visitor (President) him-

self canbeapartof hisdelega-
tion? This puts both theminis-
try and Visitor in an
embarrassing position.”
Sources said senior ministry
officials spoke to Rashtrapati
Bhavan officials and got
Singh’s name removed. In-
stead of Singh, some other se-
nior DU official will now be
part of President’s delega-
tion.

Ministry sources say the
fact that Singh survived re-
moval from the post of VC
does not mean he can be part
of high-level delegations. A
senior official said, “Govern-

ment did not process hisreply
to the showcause notice as a
section within argued that
since he has barely few
monthsleft it will beadvisable
to let him finish the full term.
Few senior Cabinet ministers
were also pleading for no ac-
tionagainsthim”.

Ministry officials also
point out that Singh had been
defying directives. For in-
stance, despite UGC’s clear di-
rective that three months be-
fore his term ends no policy
decision or appointments
should take place, DU VC al-
lowed appointments in vari-
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ous colleges. Moreover, one of-
ficial said, themess created by
the introduction of Four Year
Undergraduate Programme
is yet to be fully cleared.

Singh’stermas VCends on
October 29. HRD has already
set up a search-cum-selection
committee under UGC chair-
person Ved Prakash and con-
sisting of former CAG Vinod
Rai and space scientist K Kas-
turirangan for the next VC.
Shortlisting of candidates
hasbeen doneand thenameof
Singh’s successor, sources
said, should be finalized in
nextmonth.



